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Abstract: This article studies the rise and transformation of
international order in East Asia during the Cold War era and its impact on
contemporary regional and global politics. Two contrasting perspectives
compete in Cold War and East Asian international system studies: to view
East Asia, a passive object, in the context of U. S. -Soviet Cold War, or to
regard countries in East Asia as decision makers actively choosing their own

history. Such a competition necessitates the question whether it was possible
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or not for East Asian countries to choose among different historical
processes. This article argues that East Asian order underwent a fundamental
transformation—from being centered on the confrontation and conflicts
between U.S. and Soviet alliances to the era of total resistance against
Soviet expansion in Asia and of the emergence of market-centered full-scale
reform in East Asia, which consequently led to the prosperity in East Asia
that lasted till after the Cold War and to the rise of a new economic and
political center that vies for power with both Europe and North America. In
this process, the decisions made by East Asian countries including China
played a pivotal role.
Keywords: Cold War East Asian Prosperity Chinese Diplomacy
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