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Abstract; This article discusses recent scholarship in mainland China
on the War to Resist U. S. Aggression and Aid Korea (kangmei yuanchao)
and re-examines the war in the context of revolutions and wars in 20"-
century China. The so-called “context of revolutions and wars in 20"-

3

century” China is an “internal perspective” that provides us with insights
to understand the political decision of this momentous event and its
formation. It analyzes the historical conditions for the kangmei yuanchao
War to “benefit China, Korea, the East, and the world,” and delineates
the political significance of the transformation from people’s war to a war of
internationalist alliance. Mao Zedong’s On Protracted War argued that war is
the highest form of politics, and people’s war as a political category
powerfully illustrates this proposition. However, as the 20" century drew to
a close, war became instead the aftermath of the failure or the
disappearance of politics. The presence of Imperialism entails this
proposition about war remains valid, but for war to lead to revolution is no
longer a reality.

What abounds in our era is a depoliticized form of war that can neither
demonstrate the decisive role of human beings nor distinguish justice from
injustice. Hence movements of different countries and communities can
hardly generate the kind of vigorous mutual inspiration and support between

the anti-war movements in the Western societies in the 1960’s and the
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national liberation movements of other areas. Hereinlies the significance to
re-explore the kangmei yuanchao War; Even after nuclear deterrence has
become a reality, the wars in Korea and in Vietnam were nonetheless not
trapped in cold war as George Orwell presumed but instead initiated the
process of fighting for peace as hot wars.

Keywords: The War to Resist U.S. Aggression and Aid Korea
(kangmet yuanchao) 20" century Chinese history — Anti-imperialism,

People’s War  Internationalism
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